The characterization of Leishmania from patients with lymphadenopathy in Shiraz, Iran.
Leishmania were cultured from enlarged lymph nodes of 6 of 18 patients with localized lymphadenitis and no other sign or symptom of leishmaniasis in Shiraz, Iran. The organisms failed to produce visible lesions when injected intradermally or intraperitoneally into Swiss outbred white or Balb/c mice. Golden hamsters similarly injected appeared well 16 weeks later, but histological examination of their spleens and livers revealed a few amastigotes in sections of the liver of one. Lectin agglutination profiles of promastigotes cultured from 2 of the patients were identical with those obtained with the World Health Organization reference strain of L. tropica (MHOM/SU/74/K27). Isoenzyme characterization of one of the isolates showed it to be L. tropica zymodeme LON18.